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A Nation of Laws

by Colin Read

am sure everybody has a good sto-
ry to tell about the failings of the
legal system. And we perhaps have
even more good lawyer jokes to tell. Law-
yers themselves can tell the best lawyer
jokes because they hear them constantly.
While it is a difficult job and it exposes
legal professionals to some of the most in-
tractable problems (and funniest jokes) so-
ciety has to offer, imagine what it would be
like without lawyers.
Qur economic system has as its un-
derpinning a strong rule of law. This is no
accident. While the British have certainly
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played an infamous role in the history of
the North Country, they also gave us Eng-
lish Common Law. This system of princi-
ples created social harmony, assured even-
handed adjudication of human conflicts,
and promoted commerce.

The most significant principle protect-
ed by our legal system is that of property
rights. These rights go well beyond laws
against trespassing. They ensure that you
have the right to enjoy what is yours, and
you have the right to exclude others from
taking what is yours. Even rights to your
spoken or written word, and, certainly,

rights to the investment in your education
are protected.

In fact, the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, the U.S. Constitution, and its amend-
ments are essentially legal documents pro-
tecting the things you own. This document,
written in the height of tensions with the
British, was perhaps a reaction to the over-
bearing infringements on American colo-
nists by a power bent on using the colonies
for his or her Majesty. In response, Thomas
Jefferson modified some words coined by
the English commentator John Locke, who
said that “no one ought to harm another
in his life, health, liberty, or possessions.”
Jefferson’s version became the second sen-
tence in the Declaration of Independence:
“We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain un-
alienable Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

These documents establishing the rule
of law in the newly founded United States
were the first of their kind in the world, and
became the model of an entirely new ap-
proach to government. From then omn, coun-
try after country has recognized the need
to create a healthy environment for people
to protect and profit from their own prop-
erty and their own hard work,

Without the legal protection of prop-
erty, there would be no investment in fac-
tories, land, roads, or government itself.
And without legal protections, political
instability and corruption abound. Without
the right to pursue your own happiness, or
to capitalize on your investment in your
own human capital, there would be no in-
centive to pursue education. And without
all these facets we have come to take for
granted, we would not have been able to
create the wealth that has made this coun-
try the model of commerce and education
worldwide.

We should be grateful that our fore-
fathers did not take these protections for
granted. Perhaps we should even be grate-
ful to the British who made us so pain-
fully aware of the desperation that can
arise when our livelihood and property are
threatened.

That is not to say that the law should
stand still. There is property now that sim-
ply could not have been contemplated 231
years ago.



For instance, we may not have needed
to defend the rights to our own writings
before the invention of mass communica-
tions. And protection of our privacy was
a much different matter two centuries ago
when there was probably little that was
truly private, and little private information
that could truly be exploited as it can today.
Imagine trying to provide for your future
by investing in your home, or in the stock
market, if these property rights too were
not protected.

Of course, some of these are more
fiercely protected than others. You are pro-
tected from violations of your body most
fiercely through criminal sanctions, just
as you are protected from theft of your be-
longings. In these cases, police and lawyers
hired by the government will take on the
responsibility of protecting your rights and
setting an example of perpetrators so that
we can deter others from doing likewise, or
you from retaliating.

Other violations of your property may
require you to hire your own lawyer. A dis-
pute over whether somebody completed the
job for which you handed over your hard
earned money may require you to sue to get
your property back or the job completed.
Even in these cases, the government pro-
vides a venue and a judge, and the legal
system provides a body of law to bring this
conflict to a resolution,

So take a moment to ponder what your
daily life would be like without the protec-
tion of the legal system. Let us appreciate
the work of lawyers and the courts to en-
force these rights on your behalf and de-
ter those that might try to take these rights
away from others. I think you will agree
that the goals of a lawyer are noble, the job
complex, and the conflicts reflective of ev-
ery facet of humanity, for better or worse.
And if you agree that the world is indeed a
better place because of lawyers, take a law-
yer to lunch. Just be sure they don’t con-
sider that a billable hour! B
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FOR SALE: New Building in
Commercial Business Park

* Off Rugar 5t. in Town of Plattsburgh

* Office heated by Monitor Kersoene

+ Warehouse /Garage Area heated by
ail {waste oil furnaces that can run on)
regular oil)

+ Very efficient buiiding-Newiy built
with R-24 insulation & energy
efficient lighting

+ Commercially Zoned

5000 square foot building {1 year old),
Office -17° by 20" with mezanine
storage area

» Ceiling Heights are 21 ft. at eaves &
16 fu. at side walls

« Doors-3- 14'x 14, 1-10°x 107

« Facility has a 27,000 Ib. hoistand a
10,000 Ib hoist which are available.

Asking $350,000

158 Lake Street
Rouses Point, NY 12979
Cail 1-800-545-8125
www.crosshorderinc.com

'800.545.8125

www,cdcrealestate.com
CDC is a Licensed Real Estate Broker

FOR SALE: INVESTMENT PROPERTY

Only yards from North Country Shopping Center

* Multi-Unit Rental Property

« House plus 6 rental units

* 4 acres with 612 feet
onRL 9

» Zoned 5C-Commercial

* Rent the house & & units
out and take in $3400
every month.

« 2 Septics, Oil Heat &
Town Water

* Make money on the rents
while owning an
appreciating Commercial
Retall Site which will only
appreciate as Plattsburgh
grows to the Narth.

£199,000
Make An Offer!

158 Lake Street
Rouses Point, NY 12979
Call 1-800-545-8125
www.crossborderinc.com

'800.545.8125

www.cdcrealestate.com
CDC is a Licensed Real Estate Broker

INDUSTRIAL and or
COMMERCIAL LAND
Route 9: South of Plattsburgh, NY:
6+/- Acres (across from
Stewarts's and Clare & Carls)
545 feet of road frontage...
$475,000

158 Lake Street
Rouses Point, NY 12979
Call 1-800-545-8125
www.crosshorderinc.com
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